
PHONE: 

(650) 99 I -8000

July 26, 2005

Mr. Gary Bardini
Chief, Hydrology Branch -Division of Flood Management
Department of Water Resources
Joint Operations Center
3310 EI Camino Avenue, Suite 200
P.O. Box 219000
Sacramento, CA 95821-9000

Subject: Proposal to Drain Retch Retchy

Dear Mr. Bardini,

The City of Daly City appreciates the opportunity provided by the Department of Water
Resources to submit comments as part of the agency's task review on the merits associated with
the question of draining the Retch Retchy Reservoir.

Daly City was incorporated on March 22, 1911. This sets forth the context that as a young
municipality, the City Council of the City of Daly City went on record in adopting a resolution in
support of the Raker Act in 1913 to help establish a San Francisco Bay cities water supply. Over
the years, Daly City has grown to a population of 106,117, the largest municipality in San Mateo
County, one of four counties with a population of over 2.4 million residents served by the Hetch
Hetchy System. Daly City's water supply is derived from two sources, six municipal production
wells that account for 45% of our city's average 8.1 mgd demand with the remaining 55% from
the San Francisco Regional Water System from eight turnouts dispersed throughout our
community and connected into our distribution system.

As a member of the Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BA WSCA), Daly City is
pleased to enthusiastically endorse five major requirements as stipulated by BA WSCA before
any responsible decision can be made whether to drain the Retch Retchy Reservoir. To reiterate,
these five requirements are:

1 No delay in rebuilding the earthquake-vulnerable Hetch Hetchy system caused by a
program to drain the reservoir or destroy the dam.

2, No change in the quality of water delivered to San Francisco customers.
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3 No increase in the cost of water for San Francisco's customers. Any increased
capital, operating, maintenance and administrative costs resulting from draining or
destroying the dam should not be borne by the existing or future water customers of
the system through their water bills.

4. No change in physical facilities or institutional arrangements should reduce water
supplies or expose existing and future water customers to more frequent or severe
water shortages.

5. No modifications to the existing water system or its operation until all replacement
facilities are funded, built and operational, and all institutional arrangements are in
place, and fully funded.

It is argued that the issue to drain Hetch Hetchy can be accomplished as a zero sum result. As
such, it is imperative that DWR fully address these five requirements as set forth in establishing
an absolute minimum to be demonstrated in advance of any responsible decision-making

process.

Thank you, Mr. Bardini, in advance for your attention and consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

-t-lt
) Patricia E.- Mart~l

City Manager

PEM/ps

cc: Mr. Arthur Jensen, BA WSCA General Manager



Bay Area Water Supply & Conservation Agency

Statement from Arthur Jensen, General Manager
Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA)

About the Proposal to Drain Hetch Hetchy Reservoir

Delivered at the Progress Briefing by California Department of Water Resource
on July 14, 2005

Advocates for the plan to drain Hetch Hetchy reservoir or tear down the dam see it as a way
to reverse a U.S. government decision of almost 100 years ago, which has provided vital
water for Bay Area people and its economy, and recreate the Hetch Hetchy Valley.

BAWSCA and other organizations, who represent the water interests of 1.7 million
residents, large and small businesses, schools, hospitals, senior centers, and other
community organizations, see a plan that poses huge risks to safety, health and economic
well being of the people and enormous costs for taxpayers.

Elected policy makers in Sacramento and Washington, DC will ultimately decide the fate of
this proposal, and their first priority must be to protect the health and safety of the people,
the economy, and the community institutions in the Bay Area's four counties that depend on
Hetch Hetchy water. They must also decide if this is the wisest use of California's and
the nation's limited financial resources, when there are so many other pressing
environmental and infrastructure needs.

BAWSCA's position is that elected policy makers must address five major requirements with
facts before any responsible decision can be made. BAWSCA will oppose any proposal to
drain Hetch Hetchy Reservoir unless these requirements are met and the Bay Area people
are protected, the economy is supported, and the communities are satisfied.

The requirements are:

1. No delav in rebuildinG the earthQuake-vulnerable Hetch Hetchv svstem caused bv a
DrOQram to drain the reservoir or destrov the dam.

2. No chanGe in the Gualitv of water delivered to San Francisco's customers.

3. No increase in the cost of water for San Francisco's customers. Any increased capital,
operating, maintenance and administrative costs resulting from draining or destroying the
dam should not be borne by the existing or future water customers of the system through
their water bills.

4. No chanGe in ohvsical facilities or institutional arranGements should reduce water
suoolies or exoose existinG and future water customers to more freQuent or severe water

shortaaes.

5. No modifications to the existinG water system or its oDeration until all reDlacement
facilities are funded. built and oDerational. and all institutional arranGements are in Dlace.

and fully funded.
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